
GLADIO
Dual Slope Generator

"Forge time, sculpt sound"



Hello dear, 
first of all we thank you for choosing one of our products 
and welcome you to the Arcaico cult.

www.arcaico.eu
info@arcaico.eu

The Philosophy of Arcaico

GLADIO is not just an envelope generator, 
but a sonic weapon capable of bending time. 
Two blades that can strike alone or fuse together, giving life to 
rhythmic trajectories, pulsating structures, and 
unpredictable movements.

Arcaico is a cult disguised as a laboratory.
It was created to subvert the standard, 
disintegrate the predictable, 
and restore sound to its primordial form: 
raw, shamanic, disturbing, alive.

Hand-welded, conceived in an altered state, 
each module is a fragment of an invisible architecture.
A sacred detritus of the future past.
A mute machine, until you question it.

Those who choose Arcaico do not seek presets.
He seeks emptiness, noise, fertile error - and knows 
that in chaos there is the voice of forgotten gods.
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10hp

35 mm deep
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GLADIO is a dual generator of modulatable envelopes and slopes, 
inspired by the great classics of modular synthesis but 
reinterpreted according to Arcaico's vision.
Each envelope is a blade that sculpts time, a malleable 
flow that can become an envelope,
a low-frequency oscillator, a complex shape generator or an 
interactive modulator. The name GLADIO
recalls the ancient weapon, a symbol of precision and power.

Technical Specifications
- Width: 10 HP
- Depth: 35 mm
- Power Consumption: +12V 55 mA, –12V 40 mA, +5V 0 mA
- Time Range: 0.2 ms to 23 minutes (cycle mode)

Operating Mode
- AR (Attack-Release)
The envelope starts with the trigger and follows the attack and 
release curve.
It is not affected by the gate duration.
- ASR (Attack-Sustain-Release)
The envelope remains ‘high’ as long as the input gate remains active.
When the gate is released, the decay phase begins.
-CYCLE
Transforms the generator into an LFO oscillator variable from 
0.2 ms to 23 minutes.
Ideal for slow modulations or audio-rate oscillations.

Panel Overview
each section includes:
- Trigger In
- CV Attack / CV Decay
- Knob Attack / Decay
- Manual Trigger Button
- Switch AR / ASR / CYCLE
- Envelope Out
- EOC Out
Mixer Section:
- SUM Out
- Level A / Level B Knobs
- CV In (SUM)
- FUZE function (Quadrature Mode): 90° phase-shifted modulations.
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-FUZE
Envelope B follows Envelope A with a 90° phase shift.
Create quadrature modulations useful for stereo effects, 
timbre rotations and complex patterns.
-EOC (End of Cycle)
Output that triggers on each completed cycle.
Can be used to synchronise other modules or to auto-trigger the envelope
-SUM OUT.
use this output to mix the two envelopes and 
create new textures for your envelopes.
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Envelope A/1 Envelope B/2
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SUM OUT and FUZE section

FUZE



Trigger INPUT

Level 1 / Level 2 Knobs

FUZE on/off

Attack/Rise

CV Attack/Rise

EOC (End of Cycle) Out

Envelope/Slope Out
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Panel Overview

Decay/Fall

CV Decay/Fall

SUM out (1 and 2)
CV In (SUM)

Manual trigger/Play cycle

Switch AR / ASR / CYCLE



CYCLE MODE

AR MODE

ASR MODE
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Parameter function

Trigger INPUT
input for triggering 
the envelope with external signals.

Manual trigger/Play cycle
button to activate the 
envelope or cycle manually

CV Attack/Rise
control input for modulating 
Attack/Rise
 times via external voltages.

CV Decay/Fall
control input for modulating 
decay/fall times via external voltages..

EOC (End of Cycle) out
Generates a trigger/gate at the end 
of the cycle, useful for chaining events or
 auto-triggers.

Envelope/Slope out
output of the generated 
envelope/slope signal.

SUM out
This is an output that adds the 
two envelopes together, and is independent.

CV SUM out
input for modulating the quantity between 
the two outputs via voltage.

AR/ASR/CYCLE switch
selects the behaviour:
AR (Attack-Release): classic envelope, 
triggered by a trigger.
ASR (Attack-Sustain-Release): envelope 
that maintains the sustain phase as long as 
the gate is high.
CYCLE: transforms the envelope into a 
low-frequency cyclic oscillator.



Parameter function
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Knob Attack/Rise
manual adjustment of the time  
Attack/Rise

Knob Decay/Fall
manual adjustment of the time  
Decay/Fall

FADE SUM out
This potentiometer controls the amount and mixes the two envelopes, 
and its output is taken from SUM out.
When this parameter is turned all the way to the left, 
only envelope 1 will be present at the SUM OUT output. 
Turning it to the right will gradually add the amount of envelope 2 and 
decrease the amount of envelope 1. 
When turned all the way to the right, 
only envelope 2 will be present, and 
when turned to the centre position, 
50% of each envelope will be present.

FUZE
Envelope B follows Envelope A with a 
90° phase shift.
Create quadrature modulations useful for 
stereo effects, 
timbre rotations and complex patterns.



Patch Examples

Creative Tips
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Use EOC Out to trigger self-regenerating sequences or polyrhythms.

In CYCLE mode, pushing the timings to audio-rate values gives you 
raw oscillations that can be used as sound sources.

With FUZE active, you can create quadraphonic modulations and 
cyclical trajectories.

SUM Out can become a macro-source, 
merging two distinct shapes into a single modulating creature.

Classic envelope for VCA
Connect Envelope Out → VCA CV In. Trigger from sequencer → Trigger In.

Variable LFO
Set to CYCLE and adjust Attack/Decay to achieve slow or fast shapes.

Cross modulations
Use Envelope A to modulate Envelope B timings via CV Attack/Decay, 
creating unpredictable dynamics.

FUZE quadratures
Activate FUZE: use A and B to modulate two related parameters 
(e.g. L/R filter cutoff) for rotating movements.

SUM as Macro-modulator
Adjust the levels of A and B on the internal mixer to 
obtain a complex envelope, which can also be controlled via external CV.


